
Resources:
4-8 Introduction Infographic•
4-8 Introduction Video•

Amplify Podcast: How to Motivate Middle Schoolers•
Podcast Discussion Topics•
4-8 Introduction Webinar •
Webinar Viewing Guide •
Circle, Square, Triangle •

Family News•
Text Complexity Activity•
 Blog: Keys to Literacy- Motivating and Engaging Adolescents to Read •

Copyright © 2024 by the University of Virginia..

Step 5 

Application 

Exit Activity

Step 4 

Group Discussion

or 

Learning Activity

literacy@virginia.edu

888.882.7257

Twitter: @VLP_UVA

Step 6 

Coach 

Connection

INTRODUCTION TO THE GRADES 4-8 READER

Step 1

Prime the 

Team

Step 3 

Build Shared 

Background 

Knowledge

Step 2

Anchor the 

Team

Ready to dive into the 4-8 VALUE Series? We are excited to share 
resources to support your efforts to help teachers as they align their 
evidence-based reading instruction in Grades 4-8. We have developed this 
with coaches and specialists in mind. In this introductory package we are 
providing just one option for each PLG step. For many of the remaining 
packages, we have differentiated the activities based on the typical needs of 
students in upper elementary (Grades 4 and 5) and the needs of students in 
middle school (Grades 6-8). 

PLG Steps

Professional Learning Guide

Share Family News (3 min)•

Complete the Circle, Square,Triangle Reflection activity and 

discuss. (5 min)

•

Complete Text Complexity Activity (10 min)•

  
Share the blog, Keys to Literacy- Motivating and Engaging Adolescents 
to Read (5 minutes)  

•

Provide opportunity for group discussion on each•

Team Discussion (6 minutes)  •

What are the curricular demands in grades 4-8? How is access to 

grade level curriculum impacted when students experience 

reading difficulties? 

◦

What is a hurdle for you when using text during instruction? ◦

 Listen to a segment of the podcast, How to Motivate Middle Schoolers 

-Episode 15 from 27:48 – 30:11 (3 minutes) 

•

Read and discuss the Podcast DiscussionTopics ◦

Watch 4-8 Introduction Webinar with Webinar Viewing Guide 

(30 minutes) 

•

  

Share the 4-8 Introduction Video (2 minutes)•

Share the 4-8 Infographic and have team share one thought 

after looking at the infographic. (5 minutes) 

•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI-T6NA2d3w
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1006/files/2024-05/Value%20Intro%204-8%20Infographics.pdf
https://vimeo.com/944949371/d3fb64a344?share=copy
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-4/episode-15-how-to-motivate-middle-schoolers-with-kamilah-simpson/
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1006/files/2024-04/podcast-discussion-questions.pdf
https://vimeo.com/944526055/7136b31eed?share=copy
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1006/files/2024-05/introducation-grade-4-8-reader-webinar-viewing-guide.pdf
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1006/files/2024-04/square-triangle-circle-PLG%20Activity.pdf
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1006/files/2024-05/Intro-4-8-Family-News%20(2).pdf
https://literacy.virginia.edu/sites/g/files/jsddwu1006/files/2024-05/complex-text-activity%20(1).pdf
https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/motivating-engaging-adolescents-to-read/
https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/motivating-engaging-adolescents-to-read/

